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To:Hunger advocates, environmental groups, health organizations, labor unions, indu:
representatives, elected ofpcials, city ofpbcials and community members and othet
affected groups

FromThe Grocery Workers® UFCW Union Local 1500

Re O Thauilding Blocks ProjectFoodPolicy Conference

Thursday, June Bth from 900 an © Noon
32BJ - 101Avenueof the Americas22ndFl. (betweenGrandandWatts Streets)
A Hot Breakfast will be servedNadmission is Free.

Please join the Grocery Workelstibn Local 1500 as we present, OUFCW Local 15000s
Blocks ProjectO and our OStatement of Food Policy PrinciplesNSeeking Greater Acces
Quiality, Affordable Food.O

Since our Food Policy Principlesre developed with the intent of starting a conversation,
would like to invite hunger advocates, environmental groups, health organizations, labo
industry representatives, elected ofbcials, city ofbcials, community members and othel
groups to attend this important meeting. We welcome you to submit recommendations,
related research or simply come and listen.

The goal of the conference is to form an ongoing food policy working group to produce ¢
broadset of food policy principles, and to consider a plan of action to implement them.
The current food crisis facing all of us demands a more collaborative effort.

Enclosed you will bnd UFCW Local 15000s Building Blocks Project OStatement of Foc
PrinciplesNSeeking Greater Access to Quality, Affordable Food.O Please review the pr
and bring your feedback, related research and policy initiatives to the conference. If you
with these principles, we ask that you sign the endorsement form on your own behalf, o
appropriate, your organization, and return it to us.

To register for the conference, email mkinberg@UFCW1500.0rg

If you have questions about the conferencerinciples please contact:
Mo Kinberg, UFCW Local 1500 Food Policy Coordinator,
1-800-522-0456 Ext. 274 mkinberg@ UFCW1500.0rg

Thank you in advance for your commitment to working with us and turning these Princig
smart policy and practice.
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Statement of Food Policy PrinciplesNSeeking Greater Access to
Quiality, Affordable Food

1. Access to healthy, affordable food is a human right regardless of location, income, race or
gender and therefore should be one of the most important goals of NYC public policy.

2. Healthcare advocates seeking long-term solutions to disproportionate rates of obesity, heg
disease and diabetes in low-income communities must include employment and wages as
factors in considering access to healthy, affordable food.

3. Healthy communities require a variety of purchasing options, including: farmers® markets,
CSAs, community gardens, urban agriculture, food co-ops and supermarkets. These entiti
must work together with city and state ofpcials to ensure a balanced range of food sources

4. Public money is needed to ensure that existing and new responsible food retailers can buils
probtably in low-income communities and still provide food at reasonable prices.

5. All types of public/private partnerships need to be considered to bnance existing responsible
food retailers and the development of new food retailers responsive to community needs.

6. The policy of the City of New York should encourage the preservation and development of
supermarkets in low-income communities by discouraging the eviction of supermarkets,
changing the existing land use and zoning laws, implementing economic incentives, review
existing regulatory processes, and mainstreaming construction procedures. To ensure fooc
access, special attention should also be given to any new development that includes new
housing.

7. Responsible food retailers produce entry-level and skilled jobs, pay a living wage, and prov
health benebts, pensions, and the type of Pnancial job security necessary for a community
to be economically viable. These create economic stimulus and buying power in low-incom
communities to ensure food security and good health.

8. Workers employed by markets that do not meet their economic responsibilities by providin
living wage jobs, health benebts, job security, job training and career advancement should
afforded the opportunity to organize and improve their working conditions.

9. A tri-state approach to food procurement at the private and public levels can lower the cost
of food, create jobs, ensure food safety, support small farmers and reduce carbon emissior
particularly by government and state agencies.

10.The Federal Food Stamp Program could provide a needed economic stimulus to New York
if it is made accessible to all eligible participants. A unibed legislative effort by advocates v
maximize our ability to reform the food stamp program to meet the economic, health, and f
access needs of everyday New Yorkers.

11.Partnerships between supermarkets and health and nutrition advocates should be created
ensure that communities benebt from increased access.

12 Along with our effort to expand supermarkets, a citywide education program is needed to
promote the three basic tenets that are the building blocks of all communities: good food,
good jobs and good health.

13.Partnerships between supermarkets, local food manufacturers, regional farms, urban
agriculture, and farmersO markets will create more local jobs and increase the sale of local
produced foods. Investment in infrastructure like the Hunts Point Market and wholesale
farmersO market will enhance these partnerships.

14 A coalition of hunger advocates, environmental groups, health organizations, labor, industr
representatives, city ofpcials and community members should be formed both in conjuncti
with and separate from existing state and city councils to ensure the long-term viability of
these food policy principles.
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pledge my support to the advancement and implementation of these Food Policy Principles.
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